
How do you exchange data? 

Importing and Exporting Gedcom Files (or other formats) 

All the major genealogy programs have a way to import and export data. 

1. From prior versions of the program. 

2. In formats for other programs. 

3. In a standard format useable by many different programs. 

Exporting 

1. Family Tree Maker  allows exports to several versions of Family Tree Maker and Gedcom files. 

From the file menu: 

a. Export 

b. Select the appropriate items to export. 

 

c. Click “OK” and sit back. 

2. Rootsmagic only will export to Gedcom files. 

Again, from the file menu: 

a. Click “Export.” 

b. The only format is Gedcom: 

 



 

c. Select what what you want to export and privacy options. 

d. To select only some records, use the dropdown list to go to “Select from List.” 

e. Then make your selections from the screen and click “OK.” 

 

 



f. Click “OK” again, name and locate the file, then sit back. 

3. Legacy exports to Legacy, Gedcom and Clooz files. Clooz files include a limited set of facts, all the names, birth 

dates, marriage dates and death dates.  

a. Go to the File menu and select “Export to.” 

b. Gedcom gives you more options, including the file type and character set. 

 

 
 

c. Legacy gives you many more options. 

i. Record selection. 

 

Selection choices including all, focus groups and tagged. 



 
 

Once you select “Focus Group,” you get a host of other choices. 

ii. You also can customize further, by clicking on the “Customize” button. 

 

Once completed, you click “OK” several times and wait for the export. 

 



 

Importing 

1. Family Tree Maker allows you to import as a new tree from FTM files, GEDCOM, PAF, Legacy or The Master 

Genealogist (TMG). You can also download a tree from Ancestry.com. 

 

a. When you click continue after selecting your file, FTM does an analysis of the file, then will do the import. 

 b.    Make sure that you provide a different tree name. 

 

2. Rootsmagic will import multiple file formats. 

 



a. It can search for files if you don’t remember where the file is. 

b. Once the file is located, you have more options: 

 

c. Once you enter the new file name and change any options you want, click “OK” and the import will begin. 

3. Legacy allows imports of GEDCOM, PAF and Legacy files. It also has a help utility to assist with exports of GEDCOM 

files from multiple programs, including some that are not very well known.  Legacy gives you the option of importing 

to a new file or adding the data to your existing file. 

a. Select Import From from the file menu. Indicate where the file is to be imported. 

  



Then select from the options shown.  Customize allows you to be very specific about what gets imported. 

b. Once you select your options, click on “Start the Import.” 

Exporting to Gedcom in Reunion 

 

Exporting – General Tab 

 

 



Click on File>Export> to get this general settings screen 

Exporting – Optional Fields 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Importing into Reunion  

 

 

 


